APPENDIX
to isolate Poland and to make normal, friendly relations
between our country and the Western Powers impossible.,
we would on our own part have always rejected such
and interpretation.
To make a proper estimate of the situation, we should
first of all ask the question what is the real aim of it all ?
Without that question and our reply to it, we cannot
properly appreciate the real import of the German state-
ments with regard to matters concerning Poknd. I
have already referred to our attitude towards the West.
There remains the problem of the German proposals as
to the future of the Free City of Danzig, the com-
munication of the Reich with East Prussia through our
province of Pomorze and the additional subjects
mentioned as matters of common interest to Poknd
and Germany.
Let us therefore investigate in turn these problems.
As to Danzig, some general preliminary remarks.
The Free Qty of Danzig was not invented by the
Versailles Treaty. It has existed for many centuries as
a result of a positive cross between Polish and German
interests. The German merchants of Danzig assured
the development and prosperity of that town, thanks
to the Polish overseas trade. Not only the development,
but the very reason of existence of that city were
formerly due to the decisive fact that it was situated at
the mouth of our only great river, and to-day to its
position on the main water-way and railway line con-
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